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Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Spirit Award Recipient Named; 
American Free Speech Activist to Serve as Keynote Speaker 

  
University City, MO – The University City Board of Education named UCHS alumnus Rev. Dr. 
E. G. Shields Jr. as the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Spirit Award recipient for 2019. The award will 
be presented as a part of the 33rd annual University City MLK community celebration on 
Thursday, Jan. 17th at 6:30 p.m. in the University City High School’s main auditorium, located at 
7401 Balson Avenue, 63130. This year’s theme is “I’ll Make a Difference.”  
 
Shields is a 1985 graduate of UCHS and served on the District’s Board of Education. He is also a 
pastor and social activist with more than two decades of community service. Shields was 
nominated for his involvement in the fight for equal rights, which includes advocating on behalf of 
racial equality for all at the state capital.  
 
This year’s keynote speaker, Mary Beth Tinker, is a 1970 UCHS graduate. She grew up in Iowa, 
and became involved in the civil rights movement while she was in eighth-grade. Her efforts led to 
the 1969 Supreme Court ruling that clarified freedom of speech and expression for all students. 
This year marks the 50th anniversary of the ruling in this landmark case. Tinker currently lives in 
Washington, D.C. and is on a national “Tinker Tour” to promote civics education and the rights of 
young people.   

“We’re excited for both of our participants in this year’s Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., program,” 
said Superintendent of Schools Sharonica Hardin-Bartley, Ph.D, PHR. “The community has 
always supported our efforts as we remember the life and legacy of Dr. King and his contributions 
to our society.” 

The celebration program also includes student performances. It is free to attend and open to the 
public. A brief reception following the program will be held in the school’s Student Arts Center. 
For more information, including photos and biographies of Tinker and Shields, please 
visit www.ucityschools.org/MLK2019.  
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